
S U M M E R  R E A D I N G  P R O G R A M  R E N A M E D  A N D  R E B R A N D E D

The COVID-19 pandemic encouraged Library staff to create a new
summer program that our patrons can experience in-person , virtually ,
or a combination of both . Branded as Summer Library Pursuit , and
patterned loosely on the Trivial Pursuit board game , patrons have
many ways to participate . Reading , attending virtual programs , and
completing activities are ways to earn raffle tickets to put towards
some great end-of-summer prizes . The program kicks off 

on June 21 when registration opens and wraps up July 31 . Raffle prize winners will be
drawn on August 2 . All prizes must be picked up at your local branch 's circulation
desk . To sign up , or to find more information , visit the Summer Library Pursuit
webpage . 

Some of the prizes
up for grabs for
SLP participants . 
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Tails and Tales is this year 's theme , and we will have fun activities and
weekly kits for all ages (PreK through adult). Participants can print

program material from the website , but we also have some fun surprises
in the kit boxes for people who stop by their local library branch each
week . Supplies are limited , so plan to stop by early in the week ! Watch

our social media and website for other details and programs

announcements and challenges . Some of our virtual events will require
an RSVP , so check back often . 

W e e k l y  T h e m e s
P r e K ,  E l e m e n t a r y ,  T e e n A d u l t
Week 1 Fairytale and Fantasy
Week 2 Ocean Animals

Week 3 Pets
Week 4 Zoo Animals

Week 5 Farm Animals

Week 6 Useful Tails

Week 1 Cocktails

Week 2 Whale and Mermaid Tails
Week 3 Pets
Week 4 Airplane Tails
Week 5 Tailing a Suspect
Week 6 Coattails

http://www.centrecountylibrary.org/slp


Laura started her career at Centre County Library and Historical

Museum by working part time for our branches in Centre Hall and

Penns Valley ; she then piloted the Outreach program , managed the

Bookmobile , and eventually obtained her dream position as Youth

Services Librarian . Laura received Bachelors degrees in Elementary

Education and English from PSU and went on to get her Master ’s in

Curriculum and Instruction with a focus in Children ’s Literature and

a K-12 Librarian Certification . Laura has worked with children for

many years , and it was in her work in Montessori that she discovered 

a love of sharing picture books with children . Laura struggled with reading as a child

and has made it a personal mission to spark excitement for reading in kids by sharing

engaging and entertaining reads through story times and by talking with parents and

children to offer recommendations . Laura loves working with the community and

offering engaging programs , but her favorite part of the job is researching and

selecting materials to build the youth collections at each of our Library 's locations . 

Laura grew up in State College but has lived in Bellefonte for almost 10 years coming

to love the tightknit community of small-town-living . She lives with her husband , Ben ,

her two daughters , Lila and Dahlia , and their cats . 

Check out the last page of this newsletter to find Laura 's getting-to-know-you

interview . 

$300 ,000 stretch pool . Once again , our very generous community showed their

support with record-breaking donations !  Centre County Library & Historical Museum

had 141 donors who gave $20 ,760 . This doesn 't include our prize winnings or

percentage of the stretch pool . 

Thank you to everyone who made this year 's event a success . 

Stop by the library lawn (109 . W Beryl St . , Centre Hall) to grab a deal

on books and to support the library . The Centre Hall Area Branch

Library Association is sponsoring the sale on Friday , June 25 , from

8am-3pm and Saturday , June 26 , from 8am-2pm . All proceeds support

the Centre Hall Branch . 

B O O K  S A L E  T O  S U P P O R T  C E N T R E  H A L L  A R E A  B R A N C H
L I B R A R Y

Area non-profits participated in the 10th annual Centre Gives

campaign on May 11-12 .  The online giving event gives local

organizations the chance to raise money and earn part of a 

I N T R O D U C I N G  L A U R A  S A R G E
Children 's Librarian , Youth Services and Outreach

C E N T R E  G I V E S  W R A P  U P



The Book Discussion Group will meet via Zoom on Wednesday , June

16 , at 6 :30pm to discuss The Map of Salt and Stars by Zeyn

Joukhadar . Space is limited , so RSVP if you wish to attend . 

About the book : This “beguiling” (Seattle Times) and stunning novel

begins in the summer of 2011 . Nour has just lost her father to cancer ,

and her mother moves Nour and her sisters from New York City back 

to Syria to be closer to their family . In order to keep her father ’s spirit alive as she

adjusts to her new home , Nour tells herself their favorite story—the tale of Rawiya , a

twelfth-century girl who disguised herself as a boy in order to apprentice herself to a

famous mapmaker .

 

But in Syria , change is coming , and it isn ’t long before the war reaches their quiet

neighborhood . When a shell destroys Nour ’s house and almost takes her life , she and

her family are forced to choose : stay and risk more violence or flee across seven

countries of the Middle East and North Africa in search of safety—along the very route

Rawiya and the mapmaker took eight hundred years before in their quest to chart the

world . As Nour ’s family decides to take the risk , their journey becomes more and more

dangerous , until they face a choice that could separate their family forever . 

 

Following alternating timelines and a pair of unforgettable heroines coming of age in

perilous times , The Map of Salt and Stars is the “magical and heart-wrenching”

(Christian Science Monitor) story of one girl telling herself the legend of another and

learning that , if you listen to your own voice , some things can never be lost . (Amazon)

F I L M  D I S C U S S I O N  G R O U P

V I R T U A L  B O O K  D I S C U S S I O N  G R O U P

The month of June bring a special double-feature to the

Film Discussion Group . Participants will watch both an

original and remake version of a film and have a chance

to discuss them both via Zoom . 

Participants should watch the movie beforehand on their

preferred online platform or disc and come ready to chat .

Space is limited , so RSVP to attend . 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoHXo_ANNdbBqB7ED7PXJFyuSksgEGUv9BPQuWBTnORaDYnA/viewform
mailto:film@centrecountylibrary.org
https://www.facebook.com/CentreCountyLibrary
https://www.instagram.com/centrecountylibrary/
https://twitter.com/CentreCoLibrary
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcfX4rFgmcq-4FKJk_ad1Hg/featured
http://www.centrecountylibrary.org/


The Pennsylvania Library Association sponsors the PA Forward Star

Library Program , a literacy initiative to recognize libraries that are

committed to positioning the library as a center of information ,

technology , and learning that fuels in educational and economic for

their community . Participating libraries move through the bronze ,

silver , and gold star achievement levels by developing and hosting

programs supporting basic , information , health , financial and civic 

and social literacies , partnering with local community organizations and connecting

people with resources and information . 

Congratulations to the Holt Memorial Library in Philipsburg for receiving the Silver

Star in Financial Literacy . Under the leadership of branch manager , Theresa Hutton ,

the staff of the Holt Memorial Library displayed books and other resources that help

people better understand , manage , and improve their own financial situation . 

For more information about PA Forward and the Star Library Program , visit their

website . 

H O L T  M E M O R I A L  L I B R A R Y  R E C E I V E S  S I L V E R  S T A R  I N
F I N A N C I A L  L I T E R A C Y

https://paforward.org/what-is-pa-forward/


group, you can also find petitions for other purposes, such as changes of township boundaries.

Join us for "Centre County Road Petitions in Research" to learn the basics about these historic

records and how they can be used to supplement your research.

This class will be held virtually using the Zoom platform. After you submit your registration

information, you will receive an email with details for the program.

Saturday, June 12

10am 

Zoom presentation

We use roads almost every day, and we can benefit by knowing how most Centre

County roads came into being over time. Historically, citizens signed petitions to

county Court for public and private roads to be established. Road petition

documents are a valuable and largely unknown government record that can be

helpful for Centre County local history or genealogy research. In the same record 

The Link, an ADA accessible mobile career center, is set to visit the Centre Hall Area Branch

Library and Holt Memorial Library. The public is welcome to come explore the vehicle which

has seven computers, internet access and a presentation screen. The goal of The Link is to offer

professional services like job matching, career guidance, workforce training and employer

recruitment. 

The Link will be parked outside of Centre Hall Library on Monday, June 28, from 10am-2pm. 

 The visit to Holt is schedule for Wednesday, June 30, from 10am-2pm. Feel free to stop by and

explore. 

C E N T R E  C O U N T Y  R O A D  P E T I T I O N S  I N  R E S E A R C H

M O B I L E  C A R E E R  C E N T E R  T O  V I S I T  C E N T R E  H A L L  A N D  H O L T

https://form.jotform.com/211194679175161
https://www.pacareerlink.pa.gov/jponline
https://paforward.org/financial-literacy/



